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Abstract  
The historic urban fabric has formed in a time process and todays it has been sorrunded by 
the current technologies and urban development. Although in their past these fabrics had been hier-
archical and logical functions but today, in terms of structural and functional cases  it has deficien-
cies and can not meet the needs of their residents. One of the most important components of urban 
image maker that promotes a sense of place is historic urban spaces with physical and cultural val-
ues and the memories of a group in it and its rich background which leads to forming mental image 
and understanding map of the cities. On the other hand the mental image or the face of the city is all 
perceptions, knowledge, beliefs, conjectures and expectations that people have of their surroundings 
and creates the values, qualities, performances and different priorities in their minds, is a perfect tool 
for restoring the a historical fabric. Therefore restoring these  fabrics image maker elements in them 
such as valuable historic, cultural and religious elements can help to solve many problems resulted 
in lack of the sense of belonging to a place and finally lack of a place. In this study it was tried to 
use the potentials available in historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi in Shiraz to make urban images 
through creating memorable mental images in line with promoting the sense of belonging to a place 
and strenghening the memories of a place and by rebuilding the passage and valuable historic, cul-
tural and religious elements in it that each of them can be used as an image maker components, it 
can bring back the spirit of development and vivification. The main goal of this study is functional 
and the method used to collect the data was documentary and descriptive. Field studies and visual 
impressions in the study area were also conducted. The results were collected in the form of tables 
and by using SWOT techniques the sense of belonging to a place with promoting the mental image 
making in rebuilding the old fabrics were analyzed . the results indicated that the proposed solutions 
in line with refining or rebuilding the study area should be along with the least interferance and 
change and the most protection with emphasis on native endogenous and sustainable techniques 
based on mass participation. As a result strenghening the role of historic passage of Khanghah Ah-
madi as a historic – cultural tourist attraction leads to increase in joining tourists and citizens and 
finally it leads to promoting and developing the sense of belonging to a place with urban memorable 
mental image. 
Keywords: historic fabrics, restoring, mental image, place memory, sense of belonging to a 
place, Shiraz 
Introduction 
With the advent of industrial revolution and new activities along with them, the urban form 
and shape has run into ouside and inside changes to be in line with these changes. The old fabrics 
structure of Iran’s cities have been changed with a slight delay in development compared to indus-
trialized countries (Mashhadizadeh Dehaghani, 2006). The old cities of Iran have a certain process 
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of formation and are seriously affected by human-social and environmental phenomena related to 
some points of their own history. Therefore, any attempts to manipulate their constructed space 
should be in relation to this phenomenon (Falamaki, 2005). By reviewing urban restoring experienc-
es in Iran since 1994 with he beginning of movement of "rehabilitation and exploitation of monu-
ments" and since 1997 with the implementation of "Pardisan", modification of ancient buildings and 
historical fabric with the purpose of tourism development have been taken into the consideration. 
The modernization and urban development law was approved in 1994 which facilitated the way to 
do wide measures in urban fabric s. Plans to rehabilitate and preserve the historical fabrics in Isfa-
han, Yazd, Shiraz, Kerman and Kashan in the last two decades are in the line with the policies men-
tioned (Hanachi, 2007). But most policies and approaches of urban restoration in urban invaluable 
historical fabric s are not limited to a set of measures trying to maintain and improve physical shape 
and fabrics of the city – repairing the monument, but keeping  urban space and adapting it to the 
needs, citizens’ behavior and activities during the present time is important. A new urban space is 
established by the measures that  displays and meaning and essential differences with regard to the 
present time- contemporary with earlier space in communication with its audiences as well as main-
taining the essential similarity with the former space.  
Statement of the problem 
Historical fabrics of the cities surrounded by contemporary technology and urban develop-
ment are facing burnout, have been formed in time process and involve identity components of any 
cities. Such fabrics by involving the citizens’  sense of belonging to a place leads to reminding of the 
place and Collective memories. But despite the logical functions and hierarchy of its time, today, in 
terms of structural and functional cases have deficiencies can not meet the needs of tody’s life. In 
fact it can be said that good urban life is not available, while historic fabrics with their rich culture 
and shape can prevent destroying and ruining the cities and leads the citizens to be right citizens 
who are active not lazy and passive. Therefore, based on one of the requirements in the city and con-
temporary urbanisation is rehabilitating the urban fabrics. The present study tried to show retriving 
strategies for historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi in Shiraz to make urban memorable mental im-
ages in line with promoting the sense of belonging to a place. Finally it seems that organizing the 
historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi in Shiraz and cultural – historic elements in it can lead to 
achieve these goals. 
The sigficance of the study  
Clearly, too old urban areas, ruins are the beds for social violence and forms depressing, con-
fusing, insecure places without the participation of residents (Salehi, 2013). Currently in Iran, more 
than 67 thousands hectares of old inefficient fabrics in 383 cities have been identified (Sedaghat 
Rostami et al., 2011) in which there are 1691 hectars in Shiraz that 3.5 hectars are historic fabrics of 
the city Shiraz (Ozlati & Nasr, 2014). Historic passages, the centers of activities and the cultural his-
toric elements introduce the main framwork of the old fabrics in Shiraz and the cultural historic core 
of the city has been formed through a time process around 1300 years. There are 17 recorded histor-
ic passages  that the historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi is important like the other 17 passages in 
historic fabrics in Shiraz. And unfortunately, currently due to frazzle, lack of facilities in accordance 
with the today’s needs is endangered, while especial features of the passage such as vicinity to his-
toric-religious elementts, several historic houses and historic passages and arches can change it into 
one of the most important memorable and fascinating tourist attractions in Shiraz with economic 
development.   
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Research objectives  
 Studying the elements of mental image makers in the study area; 
 Studying the methods of interfering in historic fabrics; 
 Promoting the physical quality to create a memorable mental image in line with strengthen-
ing the sense of belonging with retriving the historic passage of the study. 
Review of literature  
The parts of the urban fabrics formed before 1921 are called historic fabrics. The fabrics do 
not have location and residency status due to physical frazzle and lack of safety standards physical 
strength, urban services and infrastructure as well as in spite of having the identity values (Azimi, et 
al., 1999). Before World War II, improvement and restoration of urban damaged  fabrics had not 
been considered separately from monuments and as a dynamic element of the city. In 1960, for the 
first time in Gobineau Congress restoration, preservation and improvement of urban damaged fab-
rics were clearly taken into the consideration. Also in 1975 the writers of Amsterdam Charter called 
for wide changes in the legal and administrative regulations of intervention in urban damaged fab-
rics, so that old physical spaces can be reconciled with modern living spaces. Thus it can be said that 
repairing, rehabilitation and modernization of old urban fabric have been separated since the mid-
19th century in Europe from conservation and architecture perspective and related fields (Davood-
poor & Nicknia, 2011). Özlem Gezi in 2009 examined ways of improving and restoring the old resi-
dential areas of the city Ankara, and believed that by retriving the region, strategic space is needed 
to give identity to the residents and increase required equipment (Geuzey, 2009) .  
Methodology  
The main objective of this research is applied and the method used to collect information was 
documentary and descriptive as well as field studies and visual impressions in the study area were 
conducted. First the main concepts related to research and evaluation were defined and then by ex-
pressing the importance and position of mental pictur hidden in historical fabrics, their mutual rela-
tionship with restoring the historical fabrics were studied. The results were collected in the form of 
tables and by using SWOT techniques the sense of belonging to a place with promoting the mental 
image making in rebuilding the old fabrics were analyzed. 
Concepts, ideas and theoretical principles 
Mental image or the face of the city 
Face of the city is defined not only as the shape of the city but also its images formed in the 
minds of people – adressees (Lynch, 2002) . mental images or face of the city is all the perceptions, 
knowledge, beliefs, conjectures and expectations that people have of their surroundings and create 
the value, quality, performance and different priorities in their minds. These perceptions are a func-
tion of all the information which has been received to that point in time and has accumulated in their 
minds (Bahraini, 2005). When the relationship between human and environment is expressed, hu-
man organizes the the information from the environment in theirmind (identifying the environment), 
and in addition to parts of the environment, depictes decsiplines or order governing the relationship 
between them in his mind and gives it meaning (understanding the environment). The picture is the 
basis of any individual's interaction with the environment. What forms in the mind of people from 
the city and urban space is the face of the city developing as a dynamic and evolving process, and 
forms one's perception of urban space as a motif of a fluid and dynamic shapes. Therefore, the men-
tal image for the people is not only at the present time but also the combined with past and the future 
mental images and creates memories of the past and the demands of the future. 
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The effect of mental image on human behaviors 
The human mental image from the environment has effects on their spatial behaviors. The 
most effective impact is the clear image of the environment in their minds that enables them to move 
towards following their goals. Good images from the environment give people a sense of security. 
They can create harmonic relationship between themselves and the the world and it is against the 
feeling of fear that sometimes they feel when they lose their ways in life. It means that the sweat 
feeling that people have on their life environment is not only due to familirization to it but also for 
the exact picture available in their minds and is a basis for the relationships and emotional memories 
to be based on. But the value of a good image is not limited to the effects directing the movements 
but with a wide description it can create a field in which people act or link their knowelege and 
awareness on it. In this way, mental images are like a set of belives or social habits that bring facts 
and facilities to the system (Yarahmadi, 1999).   
Memory and urban spaces 
In the past urban spaces had significant effects on individual, family and local life. Most 
group and public activities flew in them. Therefore, parts of social activities, leisure and exchange of 
information and experiences took place through face to face contacts and the urban spaces (includ-
ing alleys, streets and gateways, etc.) were the bed for forming memories. Urban spaces are defined 
with their inner activities and the activities and the relationships between them create mental images 
and urban memories. In the past, the residents of a neighborhood felt relative to each other and the 
sense was due to having common memories in a neighborhood (Mehrjoo, 2010) and this issue 
brought about the sense of belonging to a place and giving identity to it. but in a city built today 
there is no place in which an event happaens then a group of people talk about the event and memo-
ries they have about it. There is no imagery of the city for future generations. The familiar atmos-
phere is incomprehensible. This generation will not add the event to event and can not experience 
their real life (Khosrokhavar, 2005). Group spaces as one of the elements forming the city view can 
establish the possibility of creating Collective memories. Madani poor (2005) belived that group 
spaces are common world  that provide the possibility of common participation and regulate peo-
ple’s mutal relationships and common experiences through traditions, customs and carnavals. Group 
spaces due to their sampling features and current events identified in them create individual and Col-
lective memories in the society and individuals’ minds.   
Collective memories 
Collective memories are in fact a set of individual and Collective memories that divide the 
individual memory from the grop. Collective memories can be cosidered as a fundemantal elements 
to form national, local, social and common identity. In finding common memory values through  
monuments, identifying old elements and their memories, a strong and direct relationship between 
the face of a place body and its residents’ mental structure (Stringer, 1975). Collective memory was 
first introduced by Moris Halboax in 1925 in the book named the “social framework of memory”. It 
means the memories a group of people share and transfer to others and are engaged in forming them. 
Collective memory is a process created in the minds of a group about themselves and the world 
around them in especific time an place. Therefore, it is a wy to create social identity that helps peo-
ple to maitain their identities and by displaying the past and history in a physical environment im-
prove the quality of places. Hence, Collective memory has a great role in restoration and creation of 
group identity as well as its role on restoring individual identity (Ghavampoor, 2010). The mst im-
portant effects of collective memory is obvious in places in which especific events or traditions are 
held on certain days in a year and since a collective event takes place there a collective memory is 
recorded and brings about a sense of belonging to that place (Roostaei, 2011). Memory cause 
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"unique concept" with the environment. Presence in a place is possible When human could have 
memory, orientation with it and it can be in the places in this way (Schultz, 2002). Since cities are 
the bed for the formation of the complex human  relationships, many important historical, political, 
social or cultural events happen in the cities. If urban spaces have a valid role in the formation of 
important events and spaces become a part of movement in wich certain spaces can be remembered 
through reminding especific events then urban spaces change into not only collective memory of 
participants but also the memory of a city and can have a significant role in meaningful structures of 
the city and to be ment in historic memory of the city. Collective memory like most other concepts 
in the city can be discussed in various scales, sometimes part of history of the city and farther than it 
the history of a nation and sometimes in smaller scale in historic memory of part of the city and 
sometimes expresses a small group of people living in a residential neighborhood. Space stability 
and time passage and human scales are needed to form collective memory (Tajbakhsh, 2004). Col-
lective memory has been tangibly or intangibly present since the beginning of advent of human sci-
ences but as a phenomenon proposed in especial concept it was introduced by a famous French so-
ciologist Halbwachs in the early twentieth century (Khosrokhavar, 2005). 
Historic fabric 
The historic urban fabric is the subset of the modern town and take advantage of special fea-
tures in the city in which by passing the time some values were stored and by revealing them in any 
time forms a historic aspect (Hanachi & Poorserajian, 2012). Theses fabrics remained from the past 
reflect the historic and cultural of the city obtained from the inteaction between human and the 
suronding environment during the history and most of them in spite of their value are being dam-
aged. 
 
 
Figure 1: Required Attention to Historical Fabrics, (Source: Authors). 
Rusty fabric 
Each urban tisuue consists of two main parts: 1) body (form), 2) performance (role). Parts of 
urban fabrics that their body and functional quality reduced or ended are called rusty fabrics. Rusty 
fabric and their inner elements are created due to either the age or lack of of developmental program 
and technical observation on formation of the fabric (Loosum, 1996). There are two types of rusti-
ness: relative and complete rustiness. Relative rustiness penetrates in one of the most important ele-
ments of urban spaces, body or activity, and itself causes relative rustiness of urban spaces. Com-
plete rustiness penetrates in both urban space element , body, and activity and following it causes 
complete rustiness of the space. Therefore, rustiness penetrates in body or activity and or in body 
and activity (Hanachi, et al., 2007). Improvement are the measures that increase the life of the build-
ing by afew modifications in the activities and it should be regarded that improvement is hidden in 
modernizing the urban space not in rebuilding the past urban space (Hanachi, 2007). Rebuilding is a 
set of measures that help the age of the building along with rehabilitating the building through 
planned changes in the body (Hanachi, 2007). There are different views and schools on interfering 
in the rusty and old urban fabrics mentioned in table 1 as follow: 
Historical 
fabric Obtained from human and environment interaction over time Reflect historical-cultural values Having rich body and culture Best symbol of urban identity
urbane life 
clarification
Knowledge of human civilization 
and urbanization history change and 
evolution
Preserve of urban identity 
and originality
Necessity to 
preserve ancient 
works
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Table 1. Urban Decay Fabrics Regeneration and Renovation Schools, (Source: Shamaei & 
Pourahmad, 2005, p. 129-204). 
Cultural Spiritual needs priority on material needs: regeneration and renovation through re-
viving past cultural values. 
Promotions Preserve everything except routes during renovation and reconstructive old cities, 
prevalence bulldozer urbanization. 
Ecology Urban old fabric decline through economic and social groups and isolation due to 
social injustice. 
Structuralism Address well structure wholeness in urban renovation and regeneration: address co-
operation and integration in this process. 
Functionalism Renovation and regeneration must be along economic development and city func-
tions. 
systematic 
structuralism   
 Complex and systemic view of city: spatial-temporal structures Structuralism in 
complexes rather than single buildings. 
Aestheticism  Address visual aspect and focus on aesthetics as the appropriate trend of urban ren-
ovation and regeneration. 
Modernism Extreme tend to preserve ancient works even ask for non-historical and dad places 
renovation and regeneration. 
Post-
modernism 
Address social relations in city, evoke place sense, and highlight things with special 
and local values. 
Humanism Address people and their participation in urban spaces renovation and regeneration: 
humanistic interfere. 
Neoclassic Address culture and history revitalization not by past intimidation but through up to 
dating buildings. 
Urban restoration is revitalization of parts of the city or the revitalization of urban areas that 
are lack of popular general standard. From another perspective it can be said that restoration is a set 
of measures based on plans and decision making that lost its performance in order to improve  the 
economic and social activities of the region and starts economic rehabilitation and the granting  the 
performance in accordance with the present needs (Hanachi & poorserajian, 2012). The term urban 
restoration was proposed by Wisker and Hoit in 1966 as a designed plan to achieve the objectives 
like rehabilitating an area by standardizing the present buildings to an acceptable level, preserving 
and maintaining the valuable buildings, destroying and cleaning the rusty buildings (Nematmehr, 
2004). 
Organizing historic fabrics 
Urban organizing is used to apply positive potantioals available in urban spaces and remov-
ing the weak point especially when organizing the neighborhood in urban historic fabrics was pro-
posed and the issue cities identity were proposed. In this regard the buildings with especific identity 
would be emphasized more. 
The study area 
The historic-cultural fabric in the city of Shiraz 
The old fabric of the city of Shiraz with the area of approximately 360 hectares is located in 
the heart of the city which is 8.2% of the whole area of the city and the original core of formation of 
Shiraz is there and has passed a lot of changes during different periods of development. The most 
important religious centers of the city and parts of important monuments and historic collections are 
located in this area. In fact this area in Shiraz has been com up as a subset from the city with espe-
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cific features during the urban development and growing process. Presereving and repairng the 
buildings and site retrieve them as well as socially and economically develop the historic and cultur-
al identity of Shiraz. 
Historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi in Shiraz 
Historic-cultural passage of Khanghah Ahmadi is located in the destrict 8 of Shiraz (historic 
fabric area) and as one of 17 precious passages in the city is recorded. 
 
Figure 2: Historic Pathway “Khaneghah Ahmadi” Current Position, (Source: Authors). 
last few years with the construction of “ 9 Day St.” and passing it through the historic pas-
sage the  communication between two historic areas was lost and unfortuanetly only half of it has 
been remained.  
 
Figure 3: Historical Valuable Icons Position in Historic Pathway “Khaneghah Ahmadi” Adja-
cency, (Source: Authors). 
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Also, other especiall features of this historic passage including to be located in the vicinity of 
valuable historic elements (figure 3) such as historic houses, cultural-religious elements and also 
Shahid Dastghayb and Emam Sajad religious schools, historich arches, historic passages and other 
historic elements such as Garmabeh Khani and etc. which can be regarded as mental image maker 
elements of the city, can change it into one of the most fascinating tourist attractions of Shiraz in 
national scale.  
But unfortunately due to rustiness resulted in some physical, environmental, social problems 
such as the rustiness of the body foundation, communication network with small width and small 
penetration coefficient and urban facilities according to todays’ reqairement, lack of green and open 
urban spaces, isolated points and happening social problems leads to insecurity and et., the area is 
moving toward destruction figure 4 and 5). 
 
Figure 4: Historic Pathway 
“Khaneghah Ahmadi” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research findings  
Pathology of historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi 
The problems available in historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi were identified through 
field observations and visual perceptions and were pathologized as physical , activity, communica-
tion and social-economic network damages. Then based on the SWOT techniqe the weak points, 
strength point, threats, and opportunities in the historic passage were studied and analyzed and pre-
sented in table 2. 
Figure 5: Historic Pathway 
“Khaneghah  Ahmadi” 
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Table 2: The study of the weak points, strength point, threats, and opportunities in the historic 
passage of Khanghah Ahmadi in the form of SWOT table 
Dam 
ages 
weak points Strengths Opportunities Threats 
Physical 
 Physical rustiness 
of valuable monu-
ments and lack of 
resistance of some 
of them. 
 Presence of dilap-
idated and aban-
doned areas with-
out any user. 
 Physical rustiness 
of corridors and 
their walls 
 Disproportion 
between new con-
struction and mon-
uments. 
  Use of materials 
incompatible with 
the historical fabric 
of studies on new 
housing construc-
tion. 
 Presence of Historic-
cultural-religious ele-
ments. 
 Upgrading historic 
buildings for restora-
tion of historical iden-
tity of study area 
 Renovation of build-
ings without historical 
value with considera-
tion to the fabric of 
historical studies 
compatible with user 
defined requirements. 
 Using abandoned 
spaces without appli-
cations to renovate 
needed and absorbent 
places. 
 Improving and expand-
ing the Physical environ-
ment. 
 Visual revival of histori-
cal-cultural values. 
 Restoring the historic-
cultural heritage and resto-
ration. 
 The possibility of demo-
lition, renovation or im-
provement of buildings 
lacking historic values to 
free the privacy of valua-
ble monument 
 
 Full rustiness and 
to be on the verge 
of destruction of 
some valuable his-
toric buildings 
 No viewing crite-
ria consistent with 
the bed of historic 
fabric 
 And creating in-
compatible bodies 
from the owners. 
  
Activity 
 Lack of urban 
green and open 
spaces for social 
interaction.  
 Missing urban 
spaces and creating 
undesirable activi-
ties. 
 Presence of 
threatening and in-
compatible uses 
such as community 
drug treatment. 
 
 Presence of histori-
cal-cultural-religious 
absorbent applications 
that can attract differ-
ent groups in society 
 Improving valuable 
historical monuments 
compatible with the 
definition of the mon-
ument. 
 Locating the rehabil-
itation and moderniza-
tion organization of 
rusty and histpric and 
cultural fabrics of Shi-
raz adjacent to the 
study area. 
 Change of use of non-
compliant activities in 
buildings with historical 
value. 
  Defining consistent ap-
plications needed for reno-
vation of buildings without 
historical value.  
 Changing dilapidated and 
abandoned spaces and ur-
ban green spaces to create 
a user without contact and 
social interaction. 
 Creating Tourism facili-
ties to strengthen the pres-
ence of the tourist in the 
study area.  
 The possibility of organ-
izing tours in historical 
fabrics 
 Lack of appropri-
ate regulations to 
define the permit-
ted uses within the 
historical fabrics 
and presence of 
threatening uses. 
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communication network 
 Low passing 
study and small 
penetrating coeffi-
cient for the service 
motorists accessi-
bility  
 High interfering 
of motorists and 
pedestrains move-
ments and as a re-
sult problems in the 
pedestrains move-
ment 
  Use of open ru-
ins spaces as park-
ing. 
 Performance as ac-
cess link from 9 Day 
st. to the passage of 
Sang e Siah 
 Presence of suitable 
movement sequances 
due to historic and 
cultural elements 
  The locaction of the 
passage under study as 
a part of coridor be-
tween two religious 
poles, Moshir mosque 
and Shahcheragh 
 
 The possibility of creat-
ing the sidwalks for tour-
ists 
 The possibility of creat-
ing controlled service mo-
torists movement 
 Creating nodes for the 
development of behavioral 
station. 
 The possibilty of 
strengthening the link be-
tween passing coridor be-
tween Moshir mosque and 
Shahcheragh 
 Threat of harm to 
the valuable histor-
ical monuments 
especially valuable 
chamber, the physi-
cal impact of the 
passage of motor 
vehicles in their 
vicinity. 
 Creating envi-
ronmental and 
noise pollution by 
vehicle 
 Interfering in pe-
destrains movement 
system and acci-
dents resulted in 
high interferance of 
motorists and pe-
destrains. 
Socioeconomic 
 Presence of lost 
urban spaces, creat-
ing destructive ac-
tivities and finally 
sociall problems 
 Migrating local 
residents, increas-
ing informal set-
tlements and the 
declining sense of 
place and of no 
identity. 
 Reluctance to in-
vest because of the 
problems. 
 lack of a signifi-
cant presence of 
tourists because of 
the lack of tourist 
facilities. 
 Establishing the res-
toration organization 
and modernizing rusty  
and historic and cul-
tural fabrics of Shiraz 
adjecent to the study 
area and creation of 
relative security and 
indirect observation 
achieved from com-
muting in the organi-
zation 
 Strengthening social 
interactions because of 
the religious elements 
and holding ceremo-
nies and rituals.  
 valuable historical 
buildings to promote 
tourism and the tour-
ism industry 
 The possibility to protect 
and improve valuable his-
torical monuments to at-
tract tourists, improve the 
tourism industry and to 
create economic develop-
ment. 
 The possibility of im-
provement and renovation 
of buildings with no histor-
ical value, or the develop-
ment of participatory plan-
ning for economic prosper-
ity and social develop-
ment.  
 The possibility to create 
tourist facilities and the 
development of Tourism 
Industry and as a result 
economic justification. 
 Complete rusti-
ness of some of 
valuable historic 
buildings and final-
ly their destruction 
 Changin the ruins 
area and without 
any applications to 
places for crime 
 Increasingly 
growth of changing 
the historic places 
without any values 
to ruin area and as a 
place for un-
pleasent behaviors, 
insecurity, and so-
cial problems 
(source: authors) 
Restoring and rebuilding the historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi  
As it was mentioned the historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi is currently facing a lot of 
problems due to its rustiness and other social and cultural and also environmental problems.  
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Table 3: The measures to organize the historic fabrics 
 The main criteriaImproving the physical quality, equity, efficiency, inspire vitality for econom-ic and social prosperity 
Organizing historical fabrics 
The main objec-
tives 
1. Organizing problems caused by physical rustiness through reconstruction 
and modernization, according to the governing historical components to pro-
tect the identity of any historical fabrics and changing them into a mental im-
age. 
2. Changing and controlling the pattern of motorists movement and expansion 
and strengthening the pedestrains movement. 
3. Improving and correcting the environmental problems with the establish-
ment and strengthening of urban green and open spaces and urban facilities 
appropriate to the needs of today. 
4. Creating and restoring economic prosperity by providing applications and 
activities compatible with the historic fabrics 
5. Improving the socio-cultural environment by promoting social interaction, 
through the development of collaborative activities, cultural-artistic-
recreational activities compatible with the historic fabrics. 
6. Creating urban facilities such as urban furniture, beautiful city and so on. 
7. restoring and rehabilitation of the visual identity component part by organ-
izing historical fabrics. 
 Axes and themes
1.rebuilding 
2. protecting 
3. refining 
4. restoring 
5. givimgidentity 
6. mental image 
7. memories of place 
8. sense of belonging 
(source: authors) 
Conclusion  
In this study the needs to restore the historic fabrics and other valuable elements in them that 
each of them represents our past culture and can work as identity components of the city and change 
into a memorable mental image were studied. Culture  as a the richest source of identity is integrat-
ed. Therefore, it can be said the city of Shiraz with historic background has especific historic, social 
and cultural identity which developing the identity components can be effective on creating mental 
images and finally strengthening place memories and sense of belonging to a place. The origin of 
historic fabrics is a problem that should be considered forever and on the other hand should be com-
patible with the life and today’s needs. Therefore, by suggesting solutions to change the application 
appropriate with the current needs, not only rustiness and in efficiency can be prevented but also 
cultural and social identity can be strengthened by creating memorable mental images. Since historic 
fabrics have great historic cultural and social values, economic development can be obtained by re-
building and retrieving them and good planing in tourism industry. Because the fabrics are the na-
tional capital of any country and are the sample of culture and civilization. Therefore, the historic 
passage of Khanghah Ahmadi due to its unique position in the historic tisuue of the city of Shiraz in 
the vicinity of numerous historic places with different fascinating social groups is considered as an 
urban historic valuable passage. All valuable historic places including historic fabric under study, 
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historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi, and valuable historic-cultural- religious elemnts avaialble in 
them can be effective in restoring mental image making and creating collective memories and final-
ly promoting the sense of belonging to the place under study. Variety and the number of the valua-
ble elements with steady and continious features can display common interests as a bridge between 
different generations. In line with restoring and rebuilding the historic passage of Khanghah Ahmadi 
, according to the valuable elements in it that each of them can perform as a mental and memorable 
picture, steps can be taken in order to restore the elements and consequently to promote the sense of 
belonging to a place presented in table 2. This case finally leads to retrieving dynamic urban space, 
increasing the tourists’ and citizens’ paricipation, developing the tourism industry and attracting na-
tional and international investments. 
Index 
This article is adapted from the M.A thesis of Elmira Ozlati titled “Regeneration of Shiraz 
Identity Components in Historic Pathway “Khaneghah Ahmadi” with Approach to Revitalization of 
“Havayi House” and Art and Culture House Design” researched in Department of Architecture, Shi-
raz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran under supervisory of Dr. Tahereh Nasr in 2015. 
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